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A bulletin on the changing lives in the Correctional Homes of West Bengal
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From the Editor's Desk:

of the Correctional Homes. This is also a good opportunity to show case the

productivity activities going on in the Correctional Homes. In tune with the
festive mood, an exhibition-cum- sale “Sharad Mela” was organized at Alipore
Central Correctional Home with participation from all Correctional Homes. More
such exhibition-cum-sale on other festive occasions will add to inspirational
incentive value to the Jail Industries. We have appealed to different Government
Departments to procure items from among the wide range of our Jail products. In
response, the West Bengal Police Recruitment Board placed a huge order of “Kit
£ Box” which was delivered in time. We also received similar orders from Kolkata

. Police and West Bengal Police.

F estive season in Bengal rings the bells of joy and galore in the life ofinmates

We care for the lives in our custody. A long pending demand of Welfare Board of different Correctional Homes
is the supply of potable water at Warder Barracks. To address this issue, inmates of Presidency Correctional
Home have made 'Bio-Sand Water Filter' which is sufficient to meet the necessity of filtered water of all
inmates and staff of all the Correctional Homes of the State. We are equally concerned in generating income
opportunities of our women inmates through the way of ensuring their personal hygiene. The first ever
sanitary napkin production unit takes off from Burdwan Central Correctional Home.

But the most gorgeous event of the year was the first ever Prison Fashion Show, where we all were left
spellbound to watch the city celebs glorifying the ramp in dresses designed by Avishek Dutta and tailored by
the inmates. Later the products of Presidency Correctional Home Fashion Unit travelled to Tihar fest. The flair
of the dresses dazzled the fest and was greeted by the audience with the round of applauds. Tihar fest also
marked the participation of prisoner painters and sculptors of Alipore Central Correctional Home.

Along with revamping the production oriented projects, we have put emphasis on infrastructural and
administrative upgradation. To handle the increasing inmate population at the Correctional Homes of
Northern Districts, Balurghat District Correctional Home has been upgraded to Central Correctional Home.
Also Serampore Subsidiary Correctional Home has been renovated and its registered capacity is increased
considering its importance in the South Zone. To deal with the life-convicts, possibility of one more open
Correctional Home at Midnapore is under consideration.

We will share more such progressive endeavours with you in coming months.

Arun Kumar Gupta

OSD & Ex-Officio DG & IG, Correctional Services, WB

In Another Camp ....

Six convicted prisoner painters and sculptors represented West Bengal Correctional Homes in a National
level art workshop at Tihar Jail, New Delhi under guidance of eminent sculptor Sri Chitta Dey in August, 2017.
The artifacts prepared by prisoners participated in the workshop from all over the country were exhibited at
Lalit KalaAcademy during Tihar Fest.
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Fragrence of new dress, aroma of delicacies remind us that the !,
festive season is here again. In Correctional Homes the prisoners giL.$

celebrate almost all festivals with great enthusiasm. Whether the

Durgapuja or Eid, Raksha Bandhan or Janmastami, all the inmates |

come together, work hand in hand and enjoy the occasion. We are

beyond the barriers of all religions. This time we organized a pre- §

puja exhibition-cum-sale at Alipore Central CH premises to display | .
the correctional home products. The programme was an immense e Al

successhy participationof thecivil society.

Alipore

Coochbehar

“Itis said thatnoone truly knows anationuntilone has beeninsideitsjails.
A nation should not be judged by how it treats its highestcitizens, butits
lowestones” -Nelson Mandela

FESTIVE SESSION
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Divine Adobe..... Renovation of Sri Aurobinda Cell

In this hallowed Cell of [W
Presidency Jail (old |
Alipore Jail) Sri Aurobindo K,
lived about a year (1908 'i#
- 09) as a prisoner for '
freedom’s cause,
meditated on Life Divine [#
and had his Divine |
Darshan. This cell is
worshipped as a holy and |
pious pilgrim by devotees
of Sri Aurobindo.
Followers from all over
India come to pay homage
here. Recently, touch ups
have been done torestore
thisheritage site.

.. Danish Mark .....
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) Erected in 1803, Serampore Sub
Renovation of Serampore Sub CH correctional Home is one of the
. oldest living jails in the world. It

"'"| (;nﬁ'li.k:fr}w o retains its importance in the
o et present days. The Serampore
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importance in administration in
housing noteworthy criminals.
Despite renovations and
reconstructions doneoveryears to
upgrade the jail it still bears the
marks of Danish architecture.
After remaining closed for about an
year, Serampore Sub Correctional
Home has startd again with
enhanced registered capacity on
27thJduly,2017.

Considering its importance this
Sub Correctional Home deserves
administrative upgradation along
withinfrastructuraldevelopment.

In view of creating a new administrative circle for better prison
ﬁsﬁ-ﬂ W and prisoners management, the Government has upgraded
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C‘*I'ﬁ the District Correctional Home at Balurghat to a Central
W Correctional Home by a Notificationdated 18 August,2017.

wibe Frer @ FTE [t may cater to the prisoners of Uttar Dinajpur and Maldah
L s e e S s e 2= o | District apart from the Dakshin Dinajpur. Such step would also
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v STARS TOOK THE RAMP FOR A SPECIAL SHOWCASE BY ABHISHEK DUTTA
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F—rom Prison Camp to Ramp

Incarceration strips a person off every other thing including his | s —ir
dream for a free future but longing for a life with family keeps him ABHISHEK DUTTA TOOK 15 1L
alive. To utilize this period of incarceration gainfully and to | ‘s meia s e
channelize their energy, the Correctional Services authority has |

initiated the joint venture of a fashion apparel production unit at
Presidency Correctional Home led by eminent fashion designer
ShriAvishek Dutta. Shri Dutta is the costume designer of several
box-office hits including the National Award winning film
Autograph. His creations have clad cricket star Kapil Dev, film
star Irfaan Khan and many more youth icons. While launch of the
project was graced by very popular Tollywood actor Shri
Parambrata ,the collection was unfurled on a ramp by a galaxy of
personalities from film, music, sports, art and media, Manoj
Tiwary, Mir, Swastika, Soham, Gaurav, Riddhima, Kaninika,
Paoli, Bikram Ghosh, Jaya Shil Ghosh, Alokananda Roy,
Shubhaprasanna to name a few. The fashion show was enjoyed
over live music on piano by the august gathering. Collection of
apparel was appreciated as the manifestation of labour put by the
inmates to keep alive the love for life amongst them. Efforts made
by the inmates created ripples nation-wide. The product range
was displayed in the fashion show at Tihar Fest-2017 in Delhi.
Firstever such show by correctional home inmates.

ali those who land up in a
inil ane crimimals or anti-socials,
many ol them are wictims of circumstanoes
or maybe who have commatted a crime an the
spur of the moment.... many of them have forgotien
why they are here. . | decided to start this Fashion
Laboratory in Tihar because | thought fashion is wery
impartar in the jail setfing. | hawe heard ol an old saying
tiat if you book good you feel good. We want 1o prapare
them for & life when they are aut of the jail setting, when
they can gel over the trauma of baing in jail and start
leading a normal e, | would like to thank Abhishek
Dutia for the great work that he is doing. He in fact
beat us to it by doing a show with the works of
@il inmates in Calcutta bedore we coukd

do one — Sudhir Yadav, DG of . 3
Tinar jail :f : ‘

—rom the silver screen !!!

Famous Bollywood actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui visits Fashion Unit at Presidency Correctional Home
on12 August,2017toencourage the prisonersinproductive works.

il was an absolute

honour and privilege 1o

showcase at the Tihar Festival and it's
absolutety baautiful 1o see the

inmates croate those attires and wear

tham so confidently, in tact, they had

pushed their own boundaries for good

reason, To contribute to the socisty and maka a

difference in someone’s life is a sumaal

experience and am ucky

tobeapartofit

— Abhishek
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& In Safe Hand

Inview of ensuring safe drinkingwater forinmates and
staff in correctional homes, an advance level training
programme was organised at Presidency Correctional
Homein collaborationwith'A G Care' for fabrication of
Bio-Sand Water Filters. 17 inmates were trained
under this programme and 50 pieces of water filters
have been manufactured at the first phase. Thus by
gainfully engaging the inmates we have ensured safe
potable water for staff and inmates in one hand and
also been able to save huge amount in Government
exchequer.

So far manufacturing of Kit Boxes by Jail Industries P k Y K t
was limited to meet the demand of guarding staff of aC O u r I
West Bengal Correctional Homes. Since the
emphasis has been given in reformation and
rehabilitation of inmates in Correctional homes
through various productive works we have
approached several Government organizations to
procure the suitable quality material from Jail
Industries. In response to our appeal we received a
huge order of supplying Kit Boxes from West Bengal
Police Recruitment Board (WBPRB) and we were able
to supply 800 G.I. Kit Boxes to WBPRB at very
competitive rate, much lower than the market. The
completion of assignment within a short span by the
27 inmates engaged inmanufacturing at Presidency
Correctional Homeis praiseworthy.

Shedding Inhibitions

Amanufactory unitwith the capacity of producing 2,500 sanitary napkins aday has been set up at Burdwan Central
Correctional Home under the supervision of Apostolic Carmel, an NGO, where 15 women prisoners are trained in the
first phase. The number canincrease up to 25 inmates at the present set up. The pilot projectis nested as a training
unit for the inmates from other Correctional Homes. This initiative will not only work as an income generation scope
for theinmates but has come as a gift of health and freedom to them. Sri Arun Kumar Gupta, DG & IG of Correctional
Services, West Bengal commissioned the new unit on 20th July, 2017 in presence of Senior Zonal Officers of West
Bengal Correctional Services and Secretary, District Legal Services Authority, Burdwan.
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04.09.2017 : A new Bakery Unit has been set up
at Jalpaiguri Central Correctional Home. An
initial three months training is going on with
the help of Tarai Food Products Limited in
collaboration with Assembly of God Church.

T ™ e

A training programme on “Livelihood
Generation Training through Horticulture” for
the prisoners of Raghunathpur Sub CH was
organized in assistance with Deptt of Food
Processing Industry & Horticulture.

The fibres tell the story of the maker. Each fibre has'i
own story - a unique one. As each human being differ
from one another, so are their lives. The variety is
portrayed through the fibres. Rainbow of stories
transforms the simple fibre of jute into a palette. Jute
items made by inmates of Dum Dum Central
Correctional Home is an unadvented scrap book of
hearts languishing within boundaries longing to be
heard by the society beyond the bars.

We appreciate the patient efforts put by Rakshak
Foundation to give the world an opportunity tolisten to
theuntold stories.

23.07.2017 : A Pediatric Health Check Up camp

. ! .
:' ’, e y - for children accompanying their mothers in
- : . Correctional Home was organized at Alipore
- . Women's Correctional Home.
J :
S ey =1 ’ 23.08.2017 : A Health Check Up camp for
- teh - i’ . Y Women was organized at Alipore Women's
_4,@;* "gf' b Y - g & Correctional Home by Associated Charitable
= B af‘iﬁ S = 4 | Trust.

—
A project of production of Brown Rice by the convicts of "
Bankura District Correctional Home using 'Motorized Dhenki’
has been taken up for developing their skills of husking brown
ricethrough proper training. Areplicaof motorized dhenki has
been handed over to the Superintendent, Bankura District
Correctional Home on 19 September, 2017 by the Bankura
Unnayani Institute of Engineering on its 20" Foundation Day. "'“‘,'::-‘_';;1_:::«___-::--1
A 'Skill Development Training on Garment Making' has been
initiated for the female inmates of Bankura District
Correctional Home has been initiated by MANT, an NGO
working in the Western Districts of West Bengal. A small
production unit has also been established in female section of
the Correctional Home. The female inmates in embroidery has
attained aconsiderable height in skill within amonth and half.
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A number of twenty-two student-children of Correctional Home inmates and Correctional
Services Staff of West Bengal were felicitated by the Department through a programme
at the headquarters of Correctional Serviceson 28 August, 2017 in presence of Sri Ujjal
Biswas, Hon'ble Minister-In-Charge of Department of Correctional Administrationand Sri
Sivaji Ghosh, IPS, Principal Secretaryofthe Department.
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They neither have valid visa, nor they have valid passport - they are in prison of a foreign
country. Still, prison is such a place where there is hardly any discrimination on the basis
of nationality. In our prison a foreigner can cast vote in Prisoners’ Panchayat Election;
neither thereis anylaw tobar them from participatingin prisoners’ football team.

uddhadeb Mete a village guy from Labhpur, Birbhum when
committed to jail was 29 only. As a family tradition, he
used to participate in the musical shows with his elder

brother since the age of 10. He made a group of 12 singers and
used to present Bolan songs from one village to another in his
boyhood. Though he had to work in a rice mill in his early youth, he
always tried to find the opportunity to explore himself through his
passion of Bengali folk music and even shared the stage with
reputed Baul singers. Imprisonment couldn't seize his love for
music and this attracted the attention of renowned theatre
personality Pradip Bhattacharya during his theatre workshop for
prisoners at Berhampore Central Correctional Home. Since then
Buddhadebis thelead actorinall his productions. His acting skill in
‘Taser Desh', 'Tota Kahini', Jakkhapuri' left the theatre lovers and
critics mesmerized all over the State and beyond. He has achieved
recognition for his cultural activities on several occasions. We wish
formorefeathersinhiscap.
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